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“Tiger Shark,’ 


Saga of 


‘Tuna Fisheries, at Strand 


Amazing in its growth, more 
dangerous than the hunting of wild 
animals in the tropical jungles, 
fraught with all the romance of the 
storm-swept seas, the tuna fishing 
industry went practically unnoticed 
in story, drama or motion picture 
until Warner Bros.-First National 
Pictures made “Tiger Shark.” This 
film, which presents Edward G. 
Robinson in one of his most stirring 
roles, is one of his most exciting 
vehicles and moviegoers will be glad 
to hear it is returning to the Strand 
Friday by popular request for a lim- 
ited local showing. 

“The most modern development 
in one of man’s oldest known occu- 
pations,” is the way one writer 
describes tuna fishing, which forms 
the background for “Tiger Shark.” 

The film is a stirring saga of 
the tuna fisheries of the Pacific and 
the fearless, daredevil fishermen 


each year in the shark-infested 
waters where the schools of roving 
tuna make their home. 

During the filming of the pic- 


ture, the entire company spent 
weeks under the direction of How- 
ard Hawks at fishing grounds far 
off the Mexican coast in order to 
obtain actual thrilling action shots 
which help to make “Tiger Shark” 
the most authentic picture of its 
kind every produced. 

Other days were devoted to the 
picturesque fishing villages that 
line the shores of the Pacific near 
San Diego and to every other 
phase of the strange life these 
people lead. 

In the role of Captain Mike Mas- 
carena, the “tiger shark” of the 
little village and finest fisherman 
of his day, Edward G. Robinson 
gives a performance which was 
called “magnificent.” Zita Johann 
plays the lovely, sensitive daughter 
of another Portuguese fisherman 
and Richard Arlen is seen as 
“Pipes” Boley, staunch friend of 
Captain Mike. 

Taken from the original story, 
“Tuna,” by Houston Branch, the 
screenplay was written by Wells 
Root. 
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Robinson in 
Tiger Shark’ 
Now at Strand 


Matching in dramatic power, 
thrills and suspense any other pic- 
ture ever directed by Howard 
Hawks, “Tiger Shark,” Warner 
Bros.’ sensational hit of a few sea- 
sons ago comes back to the Strand 
Theatre Friday for a limited return 
engagement. 

Starring Edward G. Robinson, 
“Tiger Shark” is an_ exciting 
drama of the tuna fisheries and 
the shark-infested fishing grounds 
far off the Mexican coast. For the 
first time in the screen’s history, the 
hazards of the tuna fisherman’s life 
are shown, with a wealth of authen- 
tic background made possible by the 
modern motion picture camera. 

For weeks during the filming of 
the picture, the actors and techni- 
cal crew of the Warner studios 
lived aboard a big tuna fishing boat 
hundreds of miles off the Mexican 
coast, where the most. stirring 
scenes of this unusual drama were 
enacted in locations never before 
visited by motion picture explorers. 
The result is a film that offers 
thrills and experiences entirely 
realistic and gripping. Added to 
these scenes, there is a screenplay 
which in itself is a powerful story 
of love, friendship and hate among 
the rugged, fiery-tempered fisher- 
folk of the Pacific Coast. 

The supporting cast includes 
Richard Arlen, Zita Johann, Wil- 
liam Ricciardi, Vince Barnett and 
J. Carroll Naish. The screenplay by 
Wells Root was based on an origi- 
nal story, “Tuna,” by Houston 

Branch. 


Tuna Fisherman 
Risked Life In 
Tiger Shark’ 


Movie stunt men have many 
times risked their lives to add 
thrills to pictures but Grey L. 
Silva, a fisherman of San Diego, 
California, probably topped all 
these daring feats during the film- 
ing of Warner Bros.- First Na- 
tional’s “Tiger Shark,” sensational 
hit of a few seasons back which 
starts a return engagement tonight 
at the Strand Theatre. 

While making scenes for the 
picture, which stars Edward G. 
Robinson, it was necessary for a 
man to go overboard and into the 
midst of schools of man-eating 
sharks in the waters off the west 
coast of Mexico. Silva volunteered 
to make the leap into the water 
which was churned white by the 
violent movement of the sharks 
attracted to the boat’s side by ox- 
blood spread over the surrounding 
waters. 

The cameras started grinding 
and as four marksmen in the 
crow’s nest on the mast of the 
boat fired rifles, keeping a ring of 
lead around Silva’s body, he fell 


‘from the side of the boat into the 


water and was fished out — hap- 
pily, without injury. 

This is only one of the many 
thrilling scenes in “Tiger Shark,” 
whose cast, besides Robinson, in- 
cludes Richard Arlen, Zita Johann, 
Vince Barnett, J. Carroll Naish 
and others. 

The film is an exciting saga of 
tuna fishing in the shark-infested 
waters off the Mexican coast, 
marking the first attempt to bring 
this hazardous occupation to the 
screen, 

Hqward Hawks directed the film. 
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Edward G. Robinson, Richard Arlen, and Zita Johann in Warmer Bros.’ 
thrilling saga of tuna fisheries, “Tiger Shark,” which returns to the 
Strand on Friday. 


SYNOPSIS 


Captain Mike Mascarena (Edward G. Robinson), 
Pacific tuna fisherman, is a stern taskmaster but deals 
squarely with those men who brave the perils of tuna- 
fishing with him. His secret sorrow is that he cannot 
win the love of a woman. 

Mike saves his first mate, Pipes Boley (Richard 
Arlen), from the hungry sharks but loses his hand in 
so doing and thereafter wears a hook in its place. 
As a result he and Pipes become inseparable. Pipes 
is the local Lothario. 

Old Manuel (William Ricciardi), a member of 
Mike's crew, loses his life while on a fishing trip and 
leaves a daughter, Quita (Zita Johann). Mike meets 
Quita, saves her from suicide by befriending her, and 
wins her undying gratitude. One day Mike asks Quita 
to be his wife and the girl feels it is the least she can 
do in return for his kindnesses to her. She tells Mike 
she does not love him but Mike promises it will work 
out and the wedding is celebrated with due pomp in 
the little fishing village. 

Pipes resents the marriage and accuses Quita of 
being a gold-digger. But the girl makes him under- 
stand her reasons. 

With the two people he loves best, Mike is now 
supremely happy. Trusting Pipes and Quita implicitly 
as he does, he does not see that the two young 
people are falling in love with each other. They realize 
what is happening but prefer to suffer in silence 
rather than cause Mike any pain. 

Then one day the ship returns and Pipes is brought 
ashore at the point of death as the result of an 
accident. Mike, frantic at his friend's plight, insists 
that Pipes be taken to his home and leaves him in 
Quita's care. 

More than once Pipes, recuperating, tries to get 
away rather than turn traitor to Mike but now Quita 
will not let him go. Aboard ship one day, while they 
are embracing, Mike surprises them. 

Immediately, Mike's love turns to murderous hate. 
He declares Pipes shall go back into the shark- 
infested ocean from which he was once rescued. 

He knocks Pipes out with one blow and throws him 
into an open boat. Driving a harpoon into the boat 
to sink it, he then throws another harpoon into a 
man-eating shark. 

But as the shark speeds away with the harpoon 
in his back, the rope catches Mike's foot and he is 
drawn overboard. The sailors rescue Pipes in time 
but pull Mike out of the water too late. Mike is so 
severely injured he dies in Quita's arms. 


(Running Time: 79 Minutes) 


15 


co— 


vs 


TIGER SHARK” — PUBLICITY — ACCESSORIES 


eee ee ee 


Perils of Tuna Industry 
Shown in “Tiger Shark’ 


Gay Wedding 
In Strand Film 


The picturesque glamour of a 
Portuguese wedding ceremony and 
the hilarity of the celebration that 
follows at the home of the bride 
and groom is faithfully repro- 
duced in “Tiger Shark,” Warner’s 
sensational hit of a few seasons 
back which returns tonight to the 
Strand Theatre for a limited local 
engagement, starring Edward G. 
Robinson. 

It’s a momentous occasion when 
Captain Mike Mascarena, “de bes’ 
feesherman in Pacific Ocean,” 
takes the lovely orphan Quita for 
his bride. The little fishing village 
along the Pacific forgets all else 
for the time being but the excite- 
ment of seeing that the couple 
starts off properly on their matri- 
monial adventure. 

The whole episode is a delight- 
ful interlude between the grim, 
perilous adventures of the tuna 
fishermen in the _ shark-infested 
waters of the Pacific which form a 
large part of the thrilling back- 
ground of “Tiger Shark.” 

Besides Edward G. Robinson as 
Captain Mike, the cast also in- 
cludes Richard Arlen, Zita Johann, 
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Edward G. Robinson stars in 
“Tiger Shark” sensational screen 
saga of tuna fisheries now at 
the Strand. 


J. Carroll Naish, William Ricciardi 
and Vince: Barnett. 

“Tiger Shark” was based on 
Houston Branch’s original story, 
“Tuna,” and was adapted for the 
screen by Wells Root. Howard 
Hawks directed. 
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The romance of the tuna fisheries 
with all its wealth of dramatic. 
highlights and perils, is portrayed 
with every resource of the modern 
film-maker in Warner Bros.’ “Tiger 
Shark,” which comes back to the 
Strand Theatre Friday for a limited 
return engagement, starring Ed- 
ward G. Robinson. 


Twenty-five years ago tuna fish- 
ing, as a commercial industry, was 
unknown in the western hemi- 
sphere, though as a delicacy tuna 
was known and highly regarded 
among the ancient Romans. Today 
its earnings run into the millions. 
Sixty thousand tons of tuna is the 
annual catch. Between five and ten 


' thousand people depend upon the 


tuna fisheries for a livelihood. And 
it is a staple and popular article 
of food all over the United States. 

It is the most dangerous to 
human life of all deep-sea fishing. 


The schools of tuna are harassed 
and harried by monster tiger 
sharks, the most savage and ter- 
rible scourge of the seven seas. 
And the tiger shark is more of a 
menace to the fisherman than he is 
to the tuna. Every tuna boat re- 


_ turns to port with its toll of fatal- 


ities. There are few tuna fishermen 
who don’t carry the scars of muti- 
lation from encounters with these 
desperate cannibals of the deep. 

All these phases: of a little-known 
enterprise are vividly embodied in 
“Tiger Shark.” 

Besides Edward G. Robinson, the 
cast includes Richard Arlen who 
plays the role of Robinson’s first 
mate, and Zita Johann who has the 
leading feminine role. Others in 
the cast are J. Carroll Naish, Wil- 


liam Ricciardi and Vince Barnett. 
The film is based on Houston 
Branch’s original story, “Tuna,” 
with screenplay by Wells Root. 
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